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Romans 1:1-7 Intro - Greetings 1
Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
2
which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3
concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,
4
who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
I.e., CRUCIFIXION is only as valid as the RESURRECTION. (See 2 Cor.13:4; Eph.1:20,21)
AP: Same POWER at work in us TRANSFORMING us (Eph.1:20,21)
AP: Enables us to do the IMPOSSIBLE - See Colossians 1:28-29
28
We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may
present every man complete in Christ.
29
For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
AP: This is the essence of Love Authority & the goal of Spiritual Maturity & depicts the nature of VICTORIOUS
LOVE OUTPUT: transformed from being a TAKER to being a REDEEMER.

5

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for
His name's sake,
6

among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

7

to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
"Called of JC" means:
1Pe 2:9 — But you are A CHOSEN race, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY nation, A
PEOPLE for God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
Thus, associated with predestination.
Romans 8:28-30 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among
many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
AP: I.e., the RULES are different governing your life: no longer "the fittest survive"
& "law of the jungle." Now outcomes are determined by our relationship with God
& God's POWER (as per 1:16)
Cf., CT 2 Weeks ago, 2 of directions to go: 1) Survival of the Fittest
(describes all of nature AND all the world's religions), and 2) The Trusting
Way (ONLY in the Bible), expressed as "He walked with God…" in the
earliest scriptures:
Genesis 5:22 22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the
father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters.
Walking with God looks like:
Galatians 5:16-18 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of
the flesh…. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
Also:
1 Peter 2:20-21 (NASB) 20 …But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this
finds favor with God. 21 For you have been called for this purpose, [TO SUFFER] since Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

Note1:
"there is humility in the use of the word "bondservant," YET also a balancing note of authority in the following
phrase—"called to be an apostle." (Preacher's Commentary, The - The Preacher's Commentary – Volume 29: Romans).
How can you be a "servant of all" and yet be "the boss of all", as an Apostle would be?
New Christian leaders have a hard time figuring out how to be in authority & yet be a servant at the same time.
How can you do this? What's the secret?
ANSWER: As per JC, "he loved them to the end…" I.e., LOVE AUTHORITY = Servanthood Authority.

Note 2:
What's the difference between Matthew & Luke's genealogies?
ANSW: Mt. traces JC's maternal line, Lk. Traces JC's paternal line
Through BOTH lines he was the NEXT King of Israel.
ASK: Why does Matthew traces the Maternal geneology?
ANSW: JC's Father was God, not Joseph. BUT JC was the adopted son of Joseph, thus inheriting the "rights of the
firstborn," which includes the throne.
HOWEVER, Jeconiah curse severs Joseph's line.

Note 3: Paul's Ministry to the Gentiles
Paul is the 12th "Replacement Disciple" of JC, who fortunately took the Gospel out of the Jewish world into the Gentile
world.
Galatians 2:7 7 …I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the
circumcised
Yet PETER had the opportunity to actually spearhead this effort (Acts 10, Cornelius), and learned the lesson:
Acts 11:18 18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to
the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."
Yet, by Acts 15, Paul is almost completely alone in championing the cause of the Gentiles.
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Acts 1:8 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."

AP: TRIBALISM = the Greatest Enemy of a vital Christian Faith!!
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